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Grade 6 2018-2019
Language Arts has two basic aims: to understand and appreciate literature as well as being able to use language confidently and competently for a variety of purposes.  

Language Arts includes reading comprehension and spelling, as well as listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing, and visually representing.  Throughout the grade 6 Language Arts program, students are given opportunities to develop and strengthen skills in each of these strands.
Major Instructional Goals
The student will have the opportunity to develop strategies and knowledge to:
1. Explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences 
2. Comprehend and respond personally and critically to various kinds of media 
3. Manage ideas and information 
4. Improve the clarity and artistry of communication 

5. Respect, support and collaborate with others 
Assessment
There will be three reporting periods throughout the school year.  The end of the reporting period signifies an upcoming report card. As well, cut-off date for accepting assignments for that specific term will be set 10 days prior to the report card issuing. Please check PowerSchool on a regular basis to check on progress and give the student time to rework and complete any assignments necessary.  Throughout the year, grades will be calculated cumulatively:  
· Cumulative grading means that as each assignment or quiz is added on a student’s record, the overall average and final mark is adjusted
Report Periods 1-3:


Spelling:






20%

Reading:






35%

Writing:






35%

Other (listening, viewing, representing & speaking): 
10%
Formative Assessment – is all about seeing how you are doing along the way, and providing you with feedback – because this is an ongoing way to track student progress, it will be worth minimal to zero marks. 

Summative Assessment - is to see what you know at the end. This is where the majority of your child’s mark will come from.
Final Grade:

Reporting Periods 1 to 3:




90%

Final Exam:






10%
Units of Study
This year we will study a variety of topics with connections to the major instructional goals outlined above.  As long as time permits, the following units will be explored utilizing an array of resources.   

· Unit 1: Identity Thematic Unit
· Unit 2: Student Choice Book Clubs 
· Unit 3: Cross-Curricular Novel Study
· Unit 4: Comics
· Unit 5: Film Study
· Unit 6: Narrative Writing Techniques
· Unit 7: News Articles
· Unit 8: Literature Interpretation/Reading Comprehension

In addition to these units, students will participate in daily reading and complete weekly journal entries. As well, students will be improving their writing by using the Building Spelling Skills program designed to accommodate the grade six learner.  Student should expect weekly spelling tests, and will be given a spelling duotang that includes word lists, dictation practice, and/or activity pages.   
Students are also given the opportunity to sign books out from the library on a weekly basis and may be responsible for independent book talks/reports.  Each student is held accountable for any books signed out under his/her name, so please keep this in mind when organizing your materials for the school year. 
Handing in Work

Students are responsible for discussing any late assignments and arranging for an alternative due date.  Missing assignments will be given a grade of “NHI”, which means “not handed in.”  If by the end of the unit of study, the assignment is still missing, the NHI will be reflected in the student’s report card and the work will no longer be accepted.
Materials
Please bring the following materials to class:
· Language Arts Binder
· Pencil Case – with pencils, pens, eraser, ruler, highlighter & coloring materials
· Book – student chosen reading material
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