Provincial Government 
Student Booklet
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\shieldjo\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\I50Z0D6N\MP900362594[1].jpg]






6.1.5 analyze the structure and functions of Alberta’s provincial government by exploring and reflecting upon the following questions and issues:
• How is the provincial government structured? 
• What is the role and status of the Lieutenant Governor within the provincial government?
• What are the responsibilities of the provincial government (i.e., laws, taxes, services)?
• How are representatives chosen at the provincial level of government (i.e., electoral
process)? 
• What are the differences between the responsibilities of a Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA) and a cabinet minister? 


Key Terms
	Political parties
A group of people with similar ideas about how to run a province or a country


	Independents
Candidates who do not belong to a party

	MLA’s
Member of Legislative Assembly – elected members of the Legislative Assembly


	Government
A person or persons ruling a country, province, district, city etc.


	Opposition
The elected members of the political parties that d not form the government


	Official Opposition
The party with the second-largest number of elected representatives 


	Polls
An area within a constituency


	Premier
The leader of the political party that forms the government and who becomes the head of the government


	Recount
What happens when the numbers are very close in an election


	Constituency Office
An MLA’s office in his or her constituency


	Constituents
The people who have the right to vote in a  constituency


	Lieutenant governor
The official head of a provincial government, appointed by the Governor General in Council, for a term of five years; the representative of the Crown in a province



Constituency: An set area/region an MLA represents


Structure of the Alberta Provincial Government


The official government party of Alberta is the New Democrat Party (NDP).  The leader of the government is Rachel Notley (premier).
The official opposition party of Alberta is the United Conservative.  The leader of this party is Jason Kenney.
(p. 256)
The ____Premier________________ is the leader of the political party with the most seats in the provincial government.  The ____Premier_________ is a ______member______ of the Legislative  _______Assembly______, and represents the _____needs_____ of one constituency.  As a leader of the government, or ______Premier_______, this person also ________represents______ Alberta.  
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There are __87___ elected representatives in the Legislative Assembly.  When a representative wins an election it gives them a right to a ___seat____ in the Assembly.  Each ___seat_____ matches an area of an electoral division or _constituency_________.   Constituencies are defined by ____population_____, or natural divides, such as __mountains_________ or ____rivers__________.   The boundaries of Constituencies _____change_____ as the population of Alberta Changes. (p.254-255)
Roles of Political parties in Provincial Government:
	Party forming the Government
	Party forming the Opposition

	· Has more elected MLA’s than the other parties
· Holds a specific set of ideas
· Debates with opposition
· Collects and spends taxes
· Creates and makes changes to laws/bills






	· Has fewer elected MLA’s than the govt. party
· Has different ideas and goals then the party that formed the govt.
· Challenges  the ideas put forth by the govt. 
· Challenge how much the govt. collects in taxes
· Debate the govt.









Provincial Elections  (248-253)

Provincial Government Elections

What are the differences between local governments and provincial governments in the nominating, and campaigning?
Nominating- Provincial – chose political party candidate in constituencies, individuals can be nominated as independents, must be knowledgeable about role of MLA , 25 signatures needed
Local – individuals nominated, no connection to a political party, knowledgeable about required duties for mayor, reeve, councillor, etc., 5 signatures needed
Campaigning – Provincial – candidates supported by political party members, campaign costs supported by political party donations. Campaign literature identifies political party and candidate, must go door-to-door, attend forums and give interviews.
	Local – candidates not supported by political party, campaign costs are not supported by political party, campaign literature is candidates choice, must go door-to-door, attend forums, give interviews




What are the roles and responsibilities of Provincial Government? Pg. 266-269
	
Taxes
	Bills/Laws
	services



Services of the Provincial Government   (266-268)
The Government pays for services by collecting taxes.  The Provincial government collects _____income________ tax, which is a tax paid by the citizens of ______Alberta___ based on how much money they ______make_______.  The government decides how to spend taxes, and use the money to provide services by creating a ____________budget___________.(p.268)
Services the provincial government provides are the responsibility of a certain ______Ministers__________.  The head of this ______Ministry_________ is called a __________Cabinet__________ Minister.  A MINISTRY is a part of a __________provincial government_ with a specific ______purpose_____ and staff, and run by a___Cabinet Minister________. (p. 261, 266)
Look in the blue pages of a local phone book, on the government of Alberta website, or pg 267 of the text book to list 3 ministries, and what services they provide.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Steps to Pass a Law in the Legislative Assembly (269-271)


Give an example of three laws passed by the provincial government:
	



	



	






Role of the Lieutenant Governor in the Legislative Assembly (pg. 270-272)


Responsibilities of MLA’s (p. 257-258)
MLA’s stands for ________Member of Legislative Assembly_______________











The opposition MLA’s are important because the government needs someone to provide another viewpoint or perspective.  The opposition is often called a “____watchdog____________”.    This ensures fairness and honesty.  

Differences between MLA and Cabinet Minister

The Mace- A Symbol of Democracy
                                              

The Mace contains several symbols of Alberta.  How do Albertans identify with these symbols.
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		What parts of provincial government demonstrate democracy?

Step 1


Step 2


Step 3


Step 4


Step 5


Step 6


nominating


campaigning


preparing polling stations


showing eligibility to vote


casting and counting votes


declaring the outcome


25 eligible voter signatures


one candidate per constituency


determined by Alberta Law


Chief Electoral Officer makes sure law is followed, and election officials are trained


constituencies divided into polls


18 years


live in AB 6 months


live in constituency where cast vote


advance, special ballots


empty ballot box watched by 2 officials


give all a democratic right to vote


scrutineers observe count


polling stations send counts to electoral office


winning party is declared along with Premier
















Service food producers


Ministry of Agriculture and Food


Service Health


Ministry of health and wellness


Service  transportation


Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport













Introducing a Bill


Debating the Bill in principle__


Debating the Bill in __detail


a BILL is a __proposed law___


This is called the "_____first____ reading"


Called the "_____second___"


MLA's debate, and reject bill or ____main idea_ in more __detail______


MLA's make suggestions on how to ___improve______ bill


This process can ____change__ parts of the bill


Last Chance to Debate


Called the "____third reading__


Last chance for MLA's to criticize or praise, or ask final questions about bill


The ____vote_______ is taken


final vote of  all ___MLAs


if majority votes for it, the bill is _passed____


_______Royal___ Assent


given by the __lieutenant governor


This makes the bill a ____law___




















One


Represents the __monarch____________


_______highest-ranking___________ person in Alberta


Two


Is ________impartial_____________


Does not belong to any ____________political party_____


Three


_____opens____, and __disconintues (ends)_____ a session of the Legislature___________________


Five


Four


Reads the __Speech __ from the ____Throne____ at the beginning of a session


Speech ______outlines____ what the government ____plans_____ to do


Grants __Royal Assent___to bills that have passed the ___third____reading














Attending Sessions of the Legislative Assembly


Attend Legislative Assembly when it is "in _session_____"


This is a time when MLA's debate and vote on proposed _laws______


Communicating with Constituents


Constituents are people who have the right to _____vote__ in a constituency


Constituency is an area or district ____represented____ by one member of the ______government_____


Supporting the Needs of Constituents


MLA's _support______ constituents by debating and discussing issues or concerns with other representitives


MLA's are advocates for their constituents


MLA's have a ____constituency office___ office with a staff that helps the MLA to know the concerns of his constituency


And advocate is a person who speaks to ______support_____ the _______rights______ of others.










Helps make the government more _accountable____.  Question Period allows the opposition to ask the government questions it ___must_____ answer


Helps make all voices __heard___.  During debates the opposition bring up viewpoints of  people who _do not___ agree with what the government is doing


__Shadow__ Ministers - learn about what the ministries deal with, this helps the opposition ask effective questions during ___Question Period____


Role of Opposition MLA's (p. 265)











              MLA 


CabinetMinister


elected by citizens
belong to government party or opposition parties

Chosen by premier
in charge of a specific ministry/department
own staff to get things done





Queen


Legislative Assembly   (elected by members)


Government


Opposition Government


Premier


Cabinet


Lieutenant Governor
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