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Social Studies 6 – Taking Part in Our Democracy 
2018-2019 

Responsible citizenship and identity are the ultimate goals of social studies.  Basic to these goals is the development of critical and creative thinking skills.  Social Studies centers around three objectives: Values and Attitudes, Knowledge, and Understanding & Skills and Processes.  The “responsible citizen” is one who is knowledgeable, purposeful and is in a position to make responsible decisions and choices.
Topic 6.1(Citizens Participating in Decision Making

Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the dynamic relationship between governments and citizens as they engage in the democratic process.
Topic 6.2(Historical Models of Democracy: Ancient Athens and the Iroquois Confederacy

Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the democratic principles exemplified by ancient Athens and the Iroquois Confederacy.

RESOURCES

Taking Part in Democracy. Tyerman, Marcia, 2008. 

ASSESSMENT
There will be three reporting periods throughout the school year.  The end of the reporting period signifies a date to report to parents. As well, the cut-off date for accepting assignments for that specific term will be set for 10 days prior to the issuing of the report card. This provides time for students to rework assignments they want to improve on, to complete assignments, and/or make up for missing work. Within each reporting period, please check PowerSchool frequently to see the status of your child’s mark. 
Each of the three report periods will be cumulative with a weighting of 90% of the final grade, with the Provincial Achievement Test making up the remaining 10%. 
Final Grade:

Reporting Periods 1 to 3:

90%

Final Exam:



10%
Handing in Work

We understand that life happens and that sometimes work may not be completed on time.  Please make sure that you make arrangements with your teacher to discuss any late assignments and arrange for an alternative due date.  Missing assignments will be given a grade of “NHI”, which means “not handed in.”  If by the end of the reporting term, the assignment is still missing, your “NHI” will be reflected on your report card and the work will no longer be accepted.
UNITS OF STUDY
This year we will study the following topics, which correspond with specific chapters in the Taking Part in Our Democracy textbook.  Each student will check out his/her own text at the beginning of the year from the library and be responsible for caring for this book until it is returned in June. 

· Unit 1: Democracy
· Chapter 1: What guides your decision making?
· Chapter 2: What do governments do for us?
· Chapter 5: Why are Canada’s rights and freedoms important?
· Unit 2: Ancient Athens 
· Chapter 3: What was democracy in ancient Athens?
· Unit 3: Iroquois Confederacy 
· Chapter 4: What was Iroquois Confederacy?
· Unit 4: Active Citizenship
· Chapter 6: What does representative democracy involve?
· Chapter 7: What does participation involve?
· Unit 5: Levels of Government 
· Chapter 8: How can citizens participate in local government?
· Chapter 9: How does the provincial government function?
MATERIALS
Please bring the following materials to class everyday:
· Social Studies Binder – with loose leaf & student booklet 
· Pencil Case – with pencils, pens, eraser, ruler, highlighter & coloring materials
· Social Studies Textbook – each student will be assigned one at the beginning of the year

